Vestibular evoked myogenic potentials.
Vestibular evoked myogenic potential testing is the only clinically feasible way to measure function of the saccule. Interest in this test has exploded in recent years because of its potential utility in diagnosing third-window disorders and in diagnosing and monitoring Ménière's disease. Recent literature on vestibular evoked myogenic potential covers a wide range of topics. Review articles, method articles and many case reports and uncontrolled case series are seeking new applications for vestibular evoked myogenic potential in diagnosis and monitoring of neurotologic disease, and in shedding light on inner ear diseases by mapping anatomic sites of involvement. The most informative work is still in the areas of superior semicircular canal dehiscence and in Ménière's disease. Also, many aspects of vestibular evoked myogenic potential and its use have not yet been adequately studied or described. Vestibular evoked myogenic potential is a new test of saccular and inferior vestibular nerve integrity. It holds great promise for diagnosing and monitoring Ménière's disease and some other neurotologic disorders. It is still an evolving field, however. The methods, equipment, and applications for vestibular evoked myogenic potential testing are not yet standardized. It is not yet time for this test to be widely applied, but that time is not far off.